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CAMPUS NEWS
Honors Program Celebrates 3rd Annual Winter Soiree
Alicia Collins ‘21
Arts and Entertainment Editor

The Merrimack College Honors Program 3rd Annual 
Honors Winter Soiree was held on February 7, and 
according to many of the attendees, it was the best one 
yet.

Dr. Ellen McWhorter, Director of the Honors Program 
and Lisa Cavallaro, Associate Director of the Honors 
Program, along with a few work-study office assistants, 
were in charge of putting the entire event together. When 
the event began three years ago it was a way to bring 
together the entire program for one night every year. That 
is still the case today.

The soiree includes food, dancing, and just an overall 
good time for students other members of the campus 
community involved in the Honors Program. The soiree 
also has a different theme each year and activities that 
correspond with those themes. This allows program 
students, alumni, and faculty to dress to the occasion as 
well as feel a sense of community no matter who they are 
in relation to the Honors Program. 

However, for the previous two Honors Soiree both  
McWhorter and Cavallaro realized that many students 
were not staying interested in the overall night. The 
event is a requirement for all Honors Program students 
however, if undergrad students could not partake in the 
twenty-one plus activities most undergrad students would 
stay for dinner but then leave shortly after. 

When planning for the third Soiree, McWhorter 
and Cavallaro wanted more activities to be there for 
undergrad students to partake in if they did not just want 

to eat dinner and dance. This 
year’s theme was Casino 
Royal and featured 
many casino-themed 
decorations as well as 
Blackjack, Texas Holdem 
Poker, and Roulette 
tables. Upon entering, 
guests received one 
thousand dollars worth 
of “funny money,” which 
could be exchanged for 
chips at the tables. Even 
if guests had no idea 
how to play the dealers 
assisted anyone wanting 
to learn. 

By including these 
table game activities it 
allowed for both current 
undergrad students, 
alumni and faculty to 
meet each other and 
understand the network 
of the entire Honors 
Program at Merrimack 
College. The network of 
Honors Program Alumni grows every year. At this year’s 
soiree there was a record number of alumni in attendance 
as well. 

With plans to continue the event in the future, the 
program wants to continue adding activities to promote 

both communication amongst peers as well as to include a 
bit of fun during the night. The 3rd Annual Honors Soiree 
was an overall success and as the program continues 
to grow with both alumni, faculty, and undergraduate 
students the event will continue to be a staple for the 
program.

1/21/2020: Mother of a resident student requested 
assistance in contacting her daughter.

1/21/2020: Subject called to report an issue with no one 
stopping at the RT 114 stop sign.

1/23/2020: Commuter student called reporting someone 
possibly following her. Officer checked on the caller and 
checked the area. Incident started off campus and on the 
highway, it appears to be road rage. 

1/29/2020: Subject called to 
report a delivery truck drove 
into the gate at Facilities.

2/03/2020: Elevator alarm 
called in Crowe Hall. People 
stuck between floors. Facilities 
were able to restart the 
elevator, everyone was able to 
get off. 

2/03/2020: Parent called to 
report she hasn’t heard from 
her daughter. While checking, 
the parent called back to advise 
contact has been made. 

2/09/2020: RA radioed 
to MCPD that a guest is 
attempting to fight him. 
MCPD responded and located 

individuals who are non-students. 

2/09/2020: Officer reports while on patrol in Lot J, 
he noticed a vehicle with some derogatory words etched 
in the ice on the back windshield. Vehicle belongs to a 
commuter student. Officer came back to MCPD to review 
the cameras. 

2/09/2020: Resident student came to MCPD to report a 
stolen speaker from her room. She spoke with an officer. 

2/18/2020: Resident student reporting hit and run on 
campus. Cameras show hit and run did not happen on 
campus. 

2/19/2020: Officer will be off with subject at Royal 
Crest discussing some messages that were received. 

2/19/2020: Subject called MCPD over concern that 
someone has been knocking on their door. 

2/21/2020: Student called to report that a Vineyard 
Vines bag was stolen from Austin Hall. 

2/23/2020: Students locked in a residential room and 
unable to get out. Facilities not available at this time. AFD 
was contacted and able to breach the door and students 
were let out. 

2/26/2020: Student called to advise of a suspicious odor 
in the area of their dorm. Call unfound. 

2/27/2020: Manchester PD called requesting an officer 
to check for a verbal altercation between two Islander 
Hockey parents. After a check of the area officers reported 
the parties have left campus.

2/26/2020: Student called reporting a car alarm going 
off in lot K. Unable to locate vehicles. 

2/28/2020: Two students walked out of Warrior’s Den 
without paying for food. 
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Briana Alberghini ‘21
Associate Social Media Director 

Merrimack College held its first White Coat Ceremony 
on January 26, 2020 at the Rogers Center. This inaugural 
class consisted of 46 nursing students who pledged to be 
compassionate caregivers to patients all throughout their 
careers. 

All students wore blue medical scrubs and received 
their whites coats from Associate Clinical Professor of 
Nursing Janet Ierardi and Clinical Instructor of Nursing 
Lauren McDonald during the ceremony. The School of 
Health Sciences interim Dean Janet Blum led them in 
the oath to compassionate patient care. These white coats 

are significant in reminding these students to always 
be emotionally connected and compassionate towards 
patients. 

White Coat Ceremonies are an important milestone to 
all medical students during their first year. The first White 
Coat Ceremony dates back to 1993, and was held at the 
Columbia University College of Physicians & Surgeons. 
Since then many schools in the United States, Canada and 
other countries have held similar events. Grants from the 
Arnold P. Gold Foundation supports the event financially 
in the United States.

According to President Hopey, Merrimack College is 
“honored to teach the next generation of nurses who will 
change the future of patient care. The evolving healthcare 

industry needs compassionate caregivers, patient 
advocates, leaders, collaborators, critical thinkers and 
innovators.” 

Students in the nursing program can expect to learn how 
to think critically in fast-paced health care environments 
and provide safe, patient-centered care, adapt to emerging 
and rapidly changing health care settings using cutting-
edge technology. 

“Choosing to become a nurse is a selfless decision, and 
one that should not be taken lightly,” Hopey said. “Each 
of you has taken the oath to go forth and change the lives 
of many, and I am proud of each of you for making that 
decision.”

Nursing Program Holds First White Coat Ceremony
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Briana Alberghini ‘21 
Associate Social Media Director

Merrimack College President, Dr. Christopher Hopey, 
dived into the podcast world in the fall of 2019. He 
started by interviewing athletic coaches on “Coaches 
Corner” and has since expanded to “Podcasting with the 
President.” Being president of Merrimack means building 
relationships with faculty, staff, and students. And, 
according to Hopey, this is one of the reasons he wanted to 
start the podcast.

The first episode of “Coaches Corner” in October of 
2019 featured Jeremy Gibson, Merrimack’s Athletics 
Director. The show consists of all things Merrimack 
sports-related. Some coaches interviewed include football 
coach Dan Curran, women’s basketball coach Monique 
LeBlanc, men’s basketball coach Joe Gallo, men’s lacrosse 

coach Mike Morgan, women’s ice hockey coach Erin 
Hamlen, women’s lacrosse coach Julie Duffy and more. 
With Merrimack transitioning to Division I, sports are an 
even bigger topic on campus.

The second podcast segment released in November 
2019 is “Podcasting with the President.” This podcast 
explores and explains popular topics in higher education 
and the world around us. This podcast is designed to 
give listeners an inside perspective of the everyday life 
of a campus community member and all the great things 
happening at Merrimack College. Some guests featured 
on the show so far include Darren Conine, who is the 
Vice President of Enrollment and Dean of Admissions, 
and Courtney Johanson, who is the Vice President and 
Chief Marketing Officer. Faculty featured on the podcast 
include April Bowling, Sc.D., Assistant Professor of 
Health Sciences, Juliana Cohen, Sc.D., Assistant Professor 

of Health Sciences, and Kyle McIniss, Sc.D., Professor 
of Health Sciences. Additionally, Debra Michals, Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor and Director of Women’s and Gender 
Studies, andMelissa Zimdars Ph.D., Assistant Professor of 
Communication and Media. 

“I found myself having less and less opportunities to get 
to know people more deeply about their interests. I wanted 
to develop a way of highlighting faculty, and our coaches 
and eventually alumni as a way of me spending time with 
people,” Hopey said.

Hopey also does another short podcast, “Merrimack in a 
Minute,’ that updates listeners on all the things happening 
at Merrimack in just one minute. He mostly covers sports, 
but has also covered campus happenings and the new 
nursing building. 

All episodes can be listened to and downloaded now at 
Merrimack Podcasts.

Merrimack College Launches Multiple Campus Podcasts

Geena Levine ‘21
Photo Editor

On January 30, 2020, 
Merrimack held its fourth 
annual Fresh Check Day. 
Fresh Check Day is a 
nationwide event that 
promotes mental health. 
The event was hosted by 
Hammel Health and the 
Office of Wellness. The 
event was held in the 
MPR and over 100 people 
were in attendance.

 According to their 
website, Fresh Check 
Day’s goal is to create an 
approachable and hopeful 
atmosphere. They want 
to create a place where 
students are encouraged 
to engage in dialogue 
about mental health, as 
well as help to build a 
bridge between students 
and the mental health 
resources available on 
their campus.

This event is not like 
other sucide prevention 
and mental health 
awareness events. There 
are many options for 
booths that the school can 

choose to have come to 
this event. Merrimack’s 
event contained 10 
booths with mental health 
information and activities  
that students were  able to 
walk around and use. 

Some examples of 
booths that Merrimack 
had were Check in and 
Chill Out, Know Your 
Limits, Elephant in the 
Room, and Nine Out of 
Ten. The Check in Chill 
out booth focused on 
having students  check in 
with their mental health, 
encouraging them to 
remember that mental 
health is just as important 
as physical health. This 
booth contained a ball pit 
for students to play in as 
well as a chance to do a 
mental health screening.. 

The goal of the Know 
Your Limits booth was to 
promote alcohol safety 
and spread awareness of 
the signs of alcohol abuse. 
This booth contained a 
big game of Jenga and 
impairment goggles for 
students to wear to  see 
if they could play Jenga 

or walk in a straight 
line while feeling what 
it’s like to be visually 
impaired.  

Elephant in the 
Room booth is about 
unawareness and the 
stigma surrounded 
around peoples image 
of themselves and their 
experiences that they are 
embarrassed about. The 
Nine out of Ten Booth’s 
purpose was to focus 
on suicide prevention 
driectly and to empower 
themselves and teaching 
them to recognize and 
respond to the signs of 
suicide. 

“All of the booths 
were very informational,” 
junior Briana Alberghini 
said. “ I had a lot of fun 
going around to all the 
booths, getting stamps, 
doing an activity, and 
learning more about 
mental health awareness. 
It was my first year going 
to Fresh Check Day, and 
I will definitely attend my 
senior year as well.”

 

Fresh Check Day Promotes 
Mental Health on Campus
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MERRIMACK SPOTLIGHTS

Kayli Adams ‘20
Staff Writer

Joe Kelley is a dedicated Professor at Merrimack 
College, Co-Chair in the Department of Religious and 
Theological Studies, and the Director in the Center of the 
Study of Jewish-Christian-Muslim Relations. He arrived 
at Merrimack in August 1974 and taught religious studies 

while working part-time in campus ministry. Kelley lived 
right on campus in Ash Centre so he could bring ministry 
into the residence halls.

 In addition to teaching religious studies, Kelley 
has served the college as the Director of Campus 
Ministry, Vice-President of Student Life, Vice-President 
for Mission, Provost, and then Vice-President for 
Development. There is no doubt that Kelley is a valuable 
member of the Merrimack community.

“It’s been a privilege to work with so many talented 
and dedicated people in all of these positions,” Kelley 
said about enjoying his many roles at Merrimack. “As 
director of the Center for the Study of Jewish-Christian-
Muslim Relations I have also had the privilege of 
working with other religious communities and learning 
from them.”

Before coming to Merrimack, Kelley went to 
graduate school at the Catholic University of America 
in Washington, D.C. His graduate study was at the 
intersection of Catholic theology and clinical psychology, 
and he is a licensed clinical psychologist. In addition 
to his studies in theology, he became a licensed clinical 

psychologist.  He studied philosophy and languages at 
Villanova University in Pennsylvania as an undergraduate. 
Additionally, he had worked in ministry in both New York 
City and Lawrence, Massachusetts.

Gradually, Kelley returned to his roots in theology, 
and over the past 25 years he has done more research and 
writing in the thought of Saint Augustine of Hippo.

In recent years, Kelley teaches courses like 

“Sex, Politics, Religion and Saint Augustine” and 
“Pellegrinaggio in Italia-Journey in Search of Augustinian 
Community.” 

“My favorite part of teaching students at Merrimack 
is inviting them into learning that builds upon their life 
experience. It is exciting and rewarding to help students 
reflect on religious teachings or traditions in light of 
their personal experience,” Kelley said. I believe that the 
purpose of education in the liberal arts is to liberate people 
by introducing them to the thoughts of great writers and 
artists, while at the same time helping them find the inner 
authority by which they can discern the true value of what 
they read and hear.”

Kelley has had the opportunity to travel in his studies, 
and one of his favorite places to travel is Italy. In his 
Pellegrinaggio course, students embark on a pilgrimage to 
Italy and learn about Saint Augustine’s journey in life and 
in Italy. When asked what his favorite place was to travel, 
Kelley stated, “Two places: Italy, because--as I tell people-
-despite my Irish name and lineage, ‘sono italiano nel 
cuore, anche nel stomacco!” This translates to English as 
“I am Italian in my heart, even in my stomach!” Kelley’s 
other favorite  place is Krakow, Poland, where he met and 
married his wife, Alina.

This year, Kelley is looking forward to spending 
more time with his family, including his two young 
granddaughters who live in Providence, Rhode Island. 

Faculty Spotlight: Joe Kelley, 
Religious & Theological Studies

         

Alumna 
Spotlight: 

Lauren Smith

Nicole Fasciano ‘22
Staff Writer

Lauren Smith is an energetic and 
bright former Merrimack student who 
is now highly dedicated to her career 
at a nonprofit organization called the 
Appendix Cancer Pseudomyxoma 
Peritonei Research Foundation (ACPMP). 
Smith was diagnosed with appendix 
cancer before entering her senior year at 
Merrimack. This forced Smith and her 
family to look into organizations that 
provided information and support to 
people in similar situations.

Smith and her family learned that 
appendix cause is so rare that it is not 
completely recognized by The American 
Cancer Society. This inspired Smith to 
educate, inform, and comfort families in 
relatable situations. 

“When I learned that very few 
organizations even recognize appendix 
cancer, I was upset and felt lost… 
I luckily found ACPMP, the only 
organization dedicated to funding 
research for appendix cancer and PMP 
and I quickly became very passionate 
about making their mission my mission,” 
Smith said.

Smith is now the Communications and 
Development Manager at ACPMP, which 

is dedicated to funding research to help 
find a cure for Pseudomyxoma Peritonei 
(or PMP) in addition to Appendix Cancer. 
ACPMP also has educational programs 
to help inform students, physicians, and 
patients of this rare cancer. 

 “I also continue to do my best to raise 
funds towards much-needed research, 
along with providing assistance, answers, 
and comfort to those newly diagnosed,” 
Smith said, emphasizing that she never 
wants anyone going through this to feel 
alone. “That’s what makes my job so 
special.”

Smith graduated Merrimack in 2018, 
with a major in Communication and 
Media and a double minor in Marketing 
and Criminal Justice. 

During her time at Merrimack, Smith 
was highly involved on campus. She was 
part of the Theta Phi Alpha sorority where 
she held a variety of leadership positions, 
such as Social Media Coordinator 
and Vice President of Recruitment. 
Additionally, Smith held the position of 
the Features and Social Media Editor for 
The Beacon. Smith loved engaging and 
being apart of a variety of groups, which 
gave her the opportunity to meet new 
people while also partaking in things she 
loved. 

In regards to her professional 

development, Smith credits her time at 
Merrimack for where she is today. She 
encourages students to get involved 
with extracurricular activities and to find 
things to do outside of the classroom 
to learn and grow skills as a person. By 
being in clubs and organizations, Smith 
developed confidence in her ability to be 
a leader.

Smith recommends that students push 
themselves outside of their comfort 
zones, exploring different options, and 
taking the time to fully explore and figure 
out what brings you joy. 

 “You really need to try out all of these 
ideas you have floating in your head 
before you find a good fit,” Smith said. 
“You need to be able to handle whatever 
life throws at you. I was never expecting 
to receive a rare cancer diagnosis at the 
age of 21, but instead it led to my career. 
A career that I love.”

Smith was never going to let something 
so negative and life changing dictate 
the way she was going to live her life. 
She turned something that no one wants 
to encounter into a career that she is 
passionate about and that helps people.  

“Finding a job that makes it feel like 
you aren’t ever working is what makes us 
happier and more successful individuals,” 
Smith said. 
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Student Org Spotlight: WMCK Radio
Scott Edwards ‘21
Sports Editor

Student organizations are what make Merrimack College 
such a special school. Every organization is unique in its 
own way and gives students a chance to learn and grow 
while meeting new people and pursuing their dreams in 
different ways. The Student Organization Spotlight for this 
month is Merrimack’s radio station: WMCK Radio. 

WMCK Radio was created to give everyone on campus 
an opportunity to become a host or DJ and share their 
thoughts, music, or really anything that they feel. Radio 
shows tend to center around talk, sports, news, and of 
course, music. 

 “The radio station is a space where creativity and 
expression can be free,” said Andrew “Panda” Borromeo, 
who is the general manager of WMCK. “Radio show hosts 
have the capabilities of expressing what they love to listen 
to, what they find interest in or even what they want to 
share with the listeners. What is so captivating about the 
radio station is that we are not really limited to the varieties 

that a show host would want to do.” 
The student organization produces between 50 to 80 

shows per semester, and there is almost always a new show 
every hour during the week.

“My favorite part of doing a show each week is honestly 
being able to be myself and play the music that the 
listeners can relate to and dance to,” said Joe Leblanc, who 
is a current DJ at the station. 

Some may believe that WMCK is only for 
Communications and Media majors, but as a matter of fact, 
that is not the case. A number of show hosts at the station 
and serving on the e-Board major in different subjects from 
around campus. Students do not need to join with prior 
radio or DJ knowledge and abilities.

If you are interested in listening, you can tune in on 
the Tune-In app at any time during the week to hear 
completely different sounds and shows on the hour. There 
is a posted schedule outside the WMCK radio station on 
the second floor of Cushing Hall.

Team IMPACT Night Brings Players and 
Kids Together at Lawler Rink

Nicole Dahlgren ‘21
Staff Writer 

On February 14, fans at the Merrimack Men’s Hockey 
game at Lawler Rink celebrated their annual Team 
IMPACT Night. Team IMPACT is an organization 
founded in 2011 that connects children aged five 
to sixteen battling serious or chronic illnesses with 
collegiate athletic teams. These matches create life-
altering friendships and fuel a fierce commitment to 
battling adversities. On the other hand, collegiate athletes 
are being inspired to lead with empathy and inclusion 
every day. 

Merrimack College has proudly made the most Team 
IMPACT matches in the NEC and the NCAA, matching 
a total of sixteen children with a varsity team on campus. 
The school celebrated these special relationships at the 
hockey game, kicking off the night with the ceremonial 
puck drop performed by Caleb Hassan, who was matched 
with the Men’s Hockey team in January of 2018.

During the intermission after the first period, videos 
were displayed on the jumbotron featuring Merrimack 
athletes sharing their experiences with Team IMPACT. 
They reflected on the sense of community that has 
developed throughout their time involved with the 
organization, as well as how their perspective of 
collegiate athletics has expanded into something much 
bigger than sports. Being fortunate every day and 
recognizing what a privilege it is to compete at the 
collegiate level is being channeled into giving back to 
those who are not afforded this same opportunity. 

At various points in the night during stoppages of play, 
Team IMPACT trivia questions were broadcasted on the 
jumbotron to get the fans involved and share some of the 
organization’s feats. 

Some other Merrimack varsity teams were in 
attendance with their own Team IMPACT player 
matches. A particularly large showing of support came 
from the Track & Field team, who spent time with their 
Team IMPACT match Keelan Pothier, age twelve. While 
reflecting on the amount of friends he’s made throughout 
his time on the Track & Field team, Pothier stated, “It’s 
pretty awesome. Actually, it’s the best.” 

Team IMPACT is special because the children truly 
become a part of the roster, each signing their own Letter 
of Intent in commitment to a varsity team and spending 
game days right beside their teammates. 

This organization allows children to experience 
life beyond their diagnosed illness, and emphasizes 
camaraderie, empathy, resilience, and boldness for 
everyone who participates. 
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CAMPUS NEWS

Olivia Faulkner 
Staff Writer

First off, I would just like to thank everyone 
who came out on February 25  to the  Student 
Government Association’s Pizza with the 
President event, which serves as a forum for 
students to communicate concerns and listen 
to new campus updates that President Hopey 
is proposing.

 As mentioned at the fall semester Pizza 
with the President event, the new student 
center will be completed this coming fall 
with several new campus amenities, such as a 
dining facility and a bowling alley. In addition 
to bowling  alley, Merrimack is taking the 
initiative to expand our athletic programs to 
add a Division I Women’s Bowling Team in 
order to even out the gender to sports ratio. 
There will also be a co-educational club 
bowling team for men interested in the sport or 
women who would rather compete at a more 
recreational level. 

There are also plans to build the 

Squashbusters building for the fall, which will feature 
squash courts, classrooms, and a hangout space. 
Additionally for athletic amenities, there are plans to 
build a turf field where Lot M now stands, primarily 
for the use of the field hockey team and club sports. 
New tennis courts will also be featured near Austin 
Hall for our tennis players, and Hammel Court will 
be undergoing renovations to add more seats to the 
fan section.

Merrimack is also welcoming it’s first comfort 
dog this spring, who will live with one of the officers 
of MCPD and help soothe students during MCPD 
investigations and interrogations. The comfort dog 
will also be just another friendly face around campus 
to brighten people’s days.

We also briefly discussed the creation of a digital 
Mack Card to access dorms and amenities across 
campus. This is another step towards minimizing the 
school’s ecological footprint.

As a proud senator for SGA, I found this to be a 
very successful event and I was extremely pleased 
with the outcome. I’m looking forward to writing 
about these new renovations in the coming months.

Pizza with the President: 
An SGA Senator’s Perspective

 
 

       

         

News Students Attend 
NENPA and ACP 

Conferences in February

Colleen Mearon ‘21
Staff Writer
 

Merrimack College students interested in media traveled 
to two news conferences during the month of February. 

The first conference students attended was the New 
England and Newspaper and Press Association Convention 
on February 7 in Boston at the Boston Renaissance 
Waterfront Hotel. The convention brings together media 

professionals 
from throughout 
New England, 
and it included 
various 
workshops, 
training sessions, 
seminars, and 
panels for 
journalists to 
attend. 

“I found 
it extremely 
interesting to 
learn about the 
different tools 
that can help 
you determine 
where certain 
posts are coming 
from and how 

the spread, as well as being able to determine fake twitter 
accounts and bots,” said Nicole Fasciano, who attended the 
conference and is a sophomore Communication and Media 
major.

One workshop put on by a representative from Google 
showed journalists and students the Google News 
Initiative, which acts as a tool for journalists to use to 
thrive in the digital age. The speaker provided countless 

other techniques for fact checking and creating graphics. 
The Beacon E-Board also traveled to San Francisco 

for the Associated Collegiate Press and College Media 
Business & Advertising Managers annual College Media 
Convention, held at the Hyatt Regency in the Financial 
District. Students learned various skills through panel 
discussions. They also learned about building their 
resumes, cover letters, and reels as well as about careers in 
the media industry. 

“I went to a panel to learn tips on resume and cover 
letter buildings. This was a huge help to me, and led me to 
fix up and perfect my resume and cover letter right after 
the conference,” said Geena Levine, who is the Photo 
Editor for the Beacon. She added that she learned a lot 
about preparing for applying to jobs in the future.

The speakers were all accomplished in their own 
fields, whether journalism, marketing, or social media 
management, and shared their experiences with students to 
prepare them for their own careers.  

“One of my favorite sessions that I sat in on discussed 
how to brand yourself,” said Associate Social Media 
Director Bri Alberghini. “What stood out to me the most 
was the importance of having a website for yourself and 
making an account on every social media platform so that 
no one else can own it.” 

These conferences are great learning opportunities for 
students. They also provide networking opportunities that 
can help them advance their careers. 
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Mitchell Shaughnessy
Film Reviewer

Director Destin Daniel Cretin presents audiences with 
an authentic, emotional, and heart-wrenching story with 
his latest film: “Just Mercy” (2019). The picture utilizes a 
compelling, well-rounded cast consisting of many talents, 
such as Michael B. Jordan, Jaimie Foxx, Rob Morgan, 
Tim Blake Nelson, Rafe Spall, and Brie Larson. The film’s 
melancholy narrative gives audiences a bleak, reality-
based outlook on the issue of systemic racism, and how 
the death penalty is so grossly misused by a country that’s 
supposed to be extremely adamant for the values of liberty 
and justice for all. 

“Just Mercy” places moviegoers into the shoes of 
Bryan Stevenson (Michael B. Jordan). Bryan is a young, 
ambitious, and Harvard-educated attorney of law, who 
takes it upon himself to travel to the Deep South to clear 
the name of Walter “Johnny D.” Macmillan (Jaimie Foxx): 
an African-American man mistakenly implicated with the 
murder of a white Alabama woman. Despite overwhelming 
evidence of foul play, Johnny is unanimously labeled as 
the woman’s killer, resulting in him securing a seat on 
death row.

The story is somewhat of a slow burner, and if one 
does not appreciate long build-ups for the sake of the plot, 
the movie may, at times, be challenging to get through. 
The story, while rooted in factual events, may also 
come off as formulaic or predictable, as it very carefully 
draws parallels to narratives like “To Kill a Mocking 
Bird.” However, at the same time, the tale is particularly 
disturbing in the sense that McMillian had been subject to 
scrutiny for seven years: the crime occurred in November 
of 1986, Macmillan got falsely convicted in 1988, and he 
did not get exonerated until 1993. It is astonishing how 
mishandled this situation initially was. Sadly, perjury and 
false accusations like what appears in the film are not 
uncommon occurrences. The movie, in the ending credits, 
states that one person is always exonerated and released 
out of every nine people receiving an execution in the 
United States. Thankfully, in a valiant effort to combat 
this shocking statistic, Stevenson’s organization, the Equal 
Justice Initiative, has worked to free over 140 inmates 
from being falsely subjected to the clutches of the death 
penalty.

In spite of the film’s controversial and uncomfortable 
subject matter, Cretin does a stellar job of investing the 
audience into the intricacies of the story, resulting in a 
movie that makes the viewer feel guilty for not acting or 
doing anything about the plethora of injustices presented 
throughout the film’s runtime. This feeling is enhanced 
when considering how well-casted everyone is. There isn’t 

one single bad performance, 
which is a telltale sign of great 
writing and excellent direction. 
Michael B. Jordan and Jaimie 
Foxx are easily the best aspects 
of the movie, as both actors try 
at maximum effort to deliver 
outstanding, realistic, and 
memorable performances. Foxx 
and Jordan will undoubtedly 
leave the viewer craving more 
from them in the future.

The story on display for the 
audience is a factual one, and 
despite some creative liberties 
exhibiting themselves for the 
sake of narrative purposes (e.g., 
the condensing of the timeline 
for Walter Macmillan’s case), 
the movie is still respectful 
of the real-life material that 
inspired it. It’s a real treat to 
see two powerhouse performers 
gracefully act alongside each 
other while depicting a heart-
wrenching story with top-notch 
content that accurately recreates 
a landmark moment in civil 
rights. Foxx legitimately comes 
off as a man who has seen the 
ugliness and corruption that 
has encroached upon the justice 
system of the United States. He 
is a man who, in an unwarranted 
fashion, fell victim to bias, 
prejudice, or racial injustice, 
and the audience gets an immense sense of this feeling 
throughout the full two hours and seventeen minutes.

Moreover, Michael B. Jordan does a terrific job 
portraying the calm and collected Bryan Stevenson. He 
remains smooth and patient even when encountering 
insulting instances of racial disparities. A notable example 
is on display when white correctional guards force him to 
undergo a strip search in prison because they have a hard 
time believing a black man can be an attorney who got 
their education from attending an ivy league university. 
Eventually, the audience does witness Stevenson grow 
overtly emotional and lose it. Still, when he does it’s 
warranted, and the collected and well-handled demeanor 
that Jordan consistently lends to Stevenson shines 
immensely alongside the terrific acting and engaging 
dialogue.

“Just Mercy” is spectacular in the sense that it 
successfully shows off a compelling story that has its roots 
in real-life events. The narrative does not stray far at all in 
terms of historical accuracy. It is an excellent movie with a 
powerful message backing it for added depth and cultural 
value. It is a legal drama that ensures the audience is 
interested in every turn of event. I found myself becoming 
very emotionally invested in the strategies Stevenson 
utilized to provide his clientele with the mercy that they 
deserve, regardless of whether he is successful in those 
endeavors or not. Overall, with solid writing, fantastic 
performances, relevant philosophical inquiries, and the 
added effect of the story portraying a tragic, emotional, 
real-life event, “Just Mercy” does a stellar job. For me, 
these factors alone land it a rating of 9/10. Go check it out 
if you haven’t already!
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Brenna Roberts
Associate Sports Editor

If you know “The Box,” 
nine times out of ten you 
know it from TikTok. This 
app has majorly expanded in 
popularity, especially when 
it comes to dance. TikTok 
is similar to Vine (an old, 
beloved app that, sadly, no 
longer exists) in its sense of 
humor, but what makes TikTok 
different is that many people 

have started to come up with 
their own dances to different 
songs. Many people will then 
use those songs and copy the 
dances of others, which makes 
them wildly popular. In my 
opinion, that is one of the 
main reasons as to why this 
song is so popular. “The Box” 
also has an infectious beat 
that you cannot help but dance 
along to. The way Roddy Rich 
raps along with the beat so 
well makes you want to learn 

the lyrics. I know that when I 
am listening to the song, I do 
not pay attention to what the 
words are, I am just listening 
to the beat. When you do 
actually listen to the lyrics, 
they are pretty aggressive 
and suggest disobeying cops. 
It is extremely interesting to 
see how the beat and social 
status of a song can make it so 
popular and loved by so many 
people.

Song 
of the 

Month: 
“The Box”
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Maria D’Auria ‘20
Marketing Director

Considering I have been doing food 
reviews in the Andover and North 
Andover area for a while, I realized that 
I needed to switch things up a bit. After 
doing research on local cafés in Lawrence, 
El Taller sparked my interest. The website 
is incredibly inviting, particularly the first 
thing I read: “Drink coffee. Read books. 

Be happy.” This mantra is exactly what 
I felt when I stepped foot into the quaint 
and authentic establishment. 

When I walked in, I was instantly 
greeted by warm, friendly faces. It was 
clear to me that the employees love their 
job as they exuded excellent customer 
service and upbeat yet relaxed energy. I 
had picked up quickly that the majority, if 
not all, of the employees spoke Spanish, 
which I found to make the café even 
more authentic as the theme of the food is 
predominantly Latin American, Spanish, 
and Mexican cuisine. 

I am a foodie by nature, so trying 
new foods is one of my favorite things 
to do. As I was perusing the menu, I 
was overwhelmed (in a good way) with 
the amount of choices I had to pick 
from. I ended up starting my lunch with 
tostones, which are essentially double 
fried plantains; it was served with a 
mayo ketchup, which is a well known 
Puerto Rican condiment. I was debating 

on a few choices for lunch, such as 
chilaquiles, which is a tortilla, chicken 
broth soup with monterey jack cheese, 
salsa, and sour cream. I also decided on 
bruschetta, which is an Italian cuisine, 
but it sounded so delicious. As I collected 
my thoughts and realized that I needed to 
eat something that was an authentic meal, 
given the environment I was in, I ended 
up picking a simple meal: a cheese and 
veggie quesadilla. However, this was a 
unique quesadilla as I have never eaten 
one with sautéed zucchini 
and tomatoes. It was a 
great twist on a traditional 
quesadilla.

I want to dive in on 
the environment of El 
Taller. It was so incredibly 
comforting as there were 
plants everywhere, plenty 
of natural sunlight, great 
customers (which makes 
a dining experience 

important), and the coolest part of the 
whole café: it has a bookstore. The 
books are mostly centered on themes 
of activism, feminism, the Black Lives 
Matter movement, and memoirs of 
immigrants and refugees. 

El Taller is such a unique establishment 
overall and having a small, independent 
bookstore inside made my experience 
complete. El Taller is located in 
Lawrence, MA, at 275 Essex Street. 

Restaurant Review: El Taller

March 2020 Horoscopes
Aries: With midterms 
coming in full speed, 
and spring break on 
your mind, keep your 
helmet on, you might 
be in for a rocky ride.

Taurus: Looking to 
go on a spring break 
trip with your friends? 
Screw that! Take a 
vacation by yourself. 
Netflix is calling your 
name.

Gemini: That ONE 
person will be on your 
spring break trip that 
you just can’t stand. 
Refrain from burning 
down the island. 

Cancer: Your spring 

break plans probably 
got canceled. With that being said, you 
will spend a good amount time of your 
break scrolling through Instagram looking 
at other people’s vacation pics.

Leo: Tropical vacation not your style? 
Grab your friends and hit the road. It’s the 
road trip season!!!

Virgo: Try to stop worrying about what 
everyone is doing around you. Yes, 
sometimes there are “odd” odors near 
your room, but there is really no need to 
call MCPD so often.

Libra: You have probably been pre-
gaming for spring break all semester. 
Lucky for you, it will pay off. 

Aquarius: Go play some mini-golf with 
an old friend.

Scorpio: Stop stealing your roommate’s 
stuff! What goes around comes around 
and you’re setting yourself for a disaster 
of a spring break. 

Sagitarius: Have you been sad lately? 
You should check out the new emotional 
support puppy, Merri. She will be 
working alongside our wonderful MCPD 
officers, to help rid the campus of bad 
vibes. 

Capricorn: You decided to go to Miami 
for Spring Break, but you come back with 
a wicked sunburn. Aloe is now your new 
friend. 

Pisces: Take a mental break. Drink some 
wine. Watch The Bachelor! Or maybe 
go to Barnes and Noble and check out a 
book you wouldn’t normally read. Also, 
stop drinking soda. It’s not good for you.

Kimberly Turner ‘23
Staff Writer

Boston Calling is an outdoor, three-day 
music festival with over 60 performers 
located in Harvard Stadium from May 22-
24This year’s headliners include the Foo 
Fighters, Rage Against the Machine, and 
the Red Hot Chili Peppers. The festival 
is known to bring over 40,000 people 
together to enjoy music, food, and a 100-
foot Ferris wheel.

Here is where I would add one more 
paragraph about other musical acts 
playing. Are there lesser known but 
emerging/popular acts? Are there any 

local acts? Or you could write a paragraph 
about how all the headliners are old bands 
from the 90s-- why is that?

Here is some important information to 
consider if you’re interested in attending 
this year’s Boston Calling:

Festival gates open at 2:30 p.m. on 
Friday and the music will end at 11:00 
p.m. On Saturday and Sunday, gates will 
open at 12:00 p.m. and music will end at 
11:00 p.m. 

The tickets range from 3-day General 
Admission (GA) ($399.99), 3-day VIP 
($949.99), and 3-day platinum ($1999.99). 
The standard GA ticket includes access 
to seeing performers across 5 stages, over 

30 food vendors, and other attractions . 
The VIP has an added bonus of exclusive 
viewing areas, upgraded restrooms, and 
unlimited access to a private lounge. 
Platinum tickets contain an elevated 
viewing of the performances, featured 
celebrity chiefs, free parking, and access 
to a specialty-priced bar. All tickets 
include a wristband, which allows you to 
go in and out of the festival. It’s also noted 
that children under the age of 10 can enter 
for free.

The music festival wants concert-goers 
to keep in mind that large backpacks 
(exceeding 12” x 12”), professional 
cameras, chairs, umbrellas, and cigarettes 

or vapes of any kind are not allowed. 
However, if for any reason you need 
a locker, there will be some present at 
the festival and you may reserve one in 
advance on the official Boston Calling 
website.

Leaving your vehicle at home is also 
highly encouraged. There is no available 
parking at the festival or any street 
parking within walking distance. Taking 
the T via red line to Harvard Square 
Station or taking a Lyft is recommended. 
There will be a Lyft lounge on-site and as 
well as a team to assist you. The festival 
will also have bicycle parking available 
for all.

Boston Calling Music Festival: What You Need to Know
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SPORTS
Adam Drexel

On February 22, the Merrimack 
College men’s lacrosse team defeated the 
University of Michigan Wolverine’s for its 
first Division I victory in program history. 
The victory in Ann Arbor, Michigan, was 
led by senior attack, Charlie Bertrand, 
who recorded 5 goals en route to a 14-12 
victory.

 Merrimack Men’s Lacrosse embarked 
on their road trip to Michigan following 
three consecutive losses against Holy 
Cross, Dartmouth, and Fairfield. 

When asked about the victory, Bertrand 
said, “We took it to a Michigan team that 
didn’t expect us to come out and play as 
hard as we did.”

 Bertrand, a senior Chemical 
Engineering major from Baldwinsville, 
NY, has been nothing short of an offensive 
threat during his time at Merrimack. 
During his time, he, as well as other 
members of the senior class have appeared 

in 3 consecutive national championships, 
capturing back to back Division II 
championship titles in 2018 and 2019.

 As a leader on the team, Bertrand 
understands the target on their back as 
defending national champions and an 
emerging force in Division 1. Bertrand 
understands that there are no weak teams 
in Division I and that every game will be 
a battle. 

 Bertrand was the only Division 
II Lacrosse player to be named as a 
potential first overall draft pick in the 
Premier Lacrosse League (PLL) and 
was a preseason candidate to capture 
the Tewaaraton Award. This is the most 
prestigious award in NCAA lacrosse.

 After graduation in May, Bertrand 
hopes to keep playing lacrosse by making 
a professional roster. 

 Bertrand and the Men’s Lacrosse team 
will return to Duane Stadium on March 7 
as they host UMass Lowell at 1:00 p.m.

Bertrand Shines as Merrimack 
Lacrosse Downs Michigan

Kailey Fenton

On February 7, around 9:00 p.m. in 
Darien, Connecticut, the Merrimack 
College Women’s Basketball team was 
on their way to a game against LIU 
Brooklyn, when the team experienced the 
unexpected: a crash.

 The Women’s Basketball team was 
about three hours into their bus ride when 
the bus driver had a medical emergency 
causing the bus to veer off road. The bus 
crossed over three lanes on I-95, where 
it continued going off the road, hitting 
through a fence before coming to a 
complete stop. The bus door and windows 
shattered spreading glass all over the bus 
and surrounding area outside.

The entire team along with the three 
coaches were on the bus when the 
accident occurred. No injuries were 
reported. The coaches and teammates 
were all very shocked and nervous, and 
they were concerned about the driver’s 
health. Merrimack still played in the 
game the following day.

Junior Marissa Gattuso says she felt 

the bus get air and thought it was going to 
flip over.

 “It was tough because we didn’t get 
much sleep and were still in a lot of 
shock, but in a way, it motivated us to 
want to play well,” Gattuso said. “Our 
mentality is ‘win always.’ We ended up 
winning 66-63. We had another game 
against Fairleigh Dickinson University 
two days later as part of the same trip 
and also won 84-66. Overall it was a 
successful weekend for us, even under 
these horrible circumstances.”

The bus driver underwent surgery the 
night of the accident for a stuck kidney 
stone causing an infection and high fever, 
but he is recovering well. 

Police gave the driver a verbal warning 
for failure to maintain his proper lane, 
and Merrimack College sent another bus 
for the team.

 Although our Warriors were put in an 
unfortunate circumstance, the team was 
still motivated to get two valuable wins 
on the road. 

 

Merrimack Women’s 
Basketball Team Crashes 

Due to Bus Driver’s 
Medical Emergency

Autumn Truesdale

It has become 
official that 
Merrimack 
College’s Men’s 
Basketball team 
has made NCAA 
history during 
their first year in 
Division I. This 
may or may not 
have been head 
coach Joe Gallo’s 
intention, but 
coming off of 
the success they 
had last season, 
it was inevitable 
that the team 
was destined for 
greatness. Former 
NE-10 champions 
to winning their 
first Northeast 
Conference (NEC) 
regular-season 
championship.

 With a team 
filled with 15 
players and 3 
coaches, no one 
on Merrimack 
College’s campus 
or in the NEC 
thought the men’s 
team would 
be concluding 

their season by 
potentially being 
the regular-season 
champions after 
being projected to 
take last place in 
the conference.

 “The seniors 
who graduated 
last year, they 
broke the 
previous record 
from before so 
we knew going 
into this season 
that we would 
eventually make 
NCAA history,” 
said Idris Joyner. 

This team 
comes from 
a winning 
background. Some 
of the players on 
the team, Juvaris 
Hayes, Idris 
Joyner, and Jaleel 
Lord in particular, 
are accustomed 
to winning. 
Coming from 
St. Anthony’s in 
Jersey City, NJ, 
these three players 
finished their 
senior year of 
high school with a 
basketball. Using 

their expertise 
and knowledge 
of the game, 
they have a 32-0 
record. Together, 
they are helping 
make a name 
for Merrimack 
College.

 Due to 
their rise of 
recognition in 
the sports world, 
the team hosted 
a nationally 
televised game at 
home last week to 
Sacred Heart. This 
is the program’s 
first nationally 
televised home 
game of the 
season and while 
being Division I.

 Despite their 
winning record 
and making 
NCAA history, 
they are ineligible 
to play in 
postseason due 
to NCAA rules 
concerning the 
transition of the 
school from D2 
to D1

 “We are one 
of the best teams 

in our conference 
and we don’t 
even get the 
chance to have 
an opportunity to 
play in the NCAA 
tournament. It 
isn’t an ideal way 
to end my senior 
year but it is what 
it is,” said Joyner.

 The team’s 
success can be 
attributed to 
their coaches 
as well as the 
team chemistry 
built last season 
and over the 
summer. Even 
though the team 
is not a contender 
for the NCAA 
tournament, 
they still have 
the opportunity 
to participate 
in post-season 
and play in 
the National 
Invitational 
Tournament, 
CollegeInsider.
com Postseason 
Tournament, 
or College 
Basketball 
Invitational.

Men’s Basketball Sets Records 
During First D1 Season
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Women’s Swim Team to Lose 9 Seniors; Will Gain Fastest Freshmen
Brenna Roberts

 
The Women’s Swim team has struggled 

to make a name for themselves ever since 
their debut in 2013, with only four people 
holding the team together.

 Fast forward a few years to 2016 and 
the swim team has their first ever recruited 
class of 11 freshmen. These freshmen are 
fast. They all swim different events and 
bring huge depth to a team that once had 
only 4 people.

 Now in 20202, we are only a few 
months out from graduation and losing 
the fastest recruiting class the swim team 
has ever had. These seniors have carried 
their team to their best win record to date. 
As well as a handful of them receiving the 
‘Fuddruckers Athlete of the Week’ award, 
and for some of them, more than once.

 “These seniors have been with me 
since the beginning almost. I recruited 
them the year after I started coaching this 
team and it has been incredible seeing 

them grow as people and swimmers,” 
said head coach Erin Cammann. The 
championship meet “will be a big 
opportunity for the team to prove 
themselves in this new conference and the 
last time for the seniors to compete to the 
best of their ability before retirement.”

 Although the team will lose some of 
the fastest swimmers they have ever had, 
the team is expected to have a strong 
incoming freshmen class.

 The recruited class from last year 
is already strong, but the program is 
continuing to grow with this Division I 
transition. 

 So far there are three girls committed 
to swim next season. Gabby Saffer from 
Pennsylvania, a strong breaststroker, 
which is vital for this team who will be 
losing three breaststrokers the end of this 
season; Jenna Durgin from Massachusetts, 
who can swim any event she is put into 
but is strongest in the freestyle and 
individual medley; and finally, Kayla 

Stone who is also from Massachusetts and 
another very strong breaststroker.

 “I am so fired up for these incoming 
freshmen that have committed so far. They 

are adding so much depth and speed to our 
program and I hope future recruits will see 
that and it will build the team even more 
in the years to come,” Cammann said.

Men’s Baseball 
Season Starts 
Out Strong

Brian D. Kelley

Merrimack College Baseball began 
its first season in the NCAA’s Division I 

program, defeating Oral Roberts in both 
games of a double header on February 15 
and claiming three wins against a strong 
Michigan State team. 

 Perhaps the most entertaining game 
in Merrimack’s inaugural season of D1 
baseball thus far was the Warriors sole 
defeat to Michigan State. Trailing 10-2 
entering the fifth inning, things were 
looking bleak for the Warriors. A leadoff 
double by Merrimack second baseman 
Alex Haba helped change the momentum 
and the Warriors were able to push across 
four runs in the top of the fifth.

 Merrimack strung together another 
seven runs in the seventh inning, thanks 
to clutch hits from right fielder Cory 
Wasylow, third baseman Joey Porricelli, 
shortstop Nick Shumski, and catcher 
Kurtis Stadnicki.

 “It was an awesome rally and one of 
the best I’ve ever witnessed and been a 
part of. Our offense did a great job laying 
off balls and putting together quality at 
bats,” Haba said.

 Merrimack was able to push the game 
into extra innings, but ultimately lost due 
to a walk off home run hit by Michigan 

State first baseman Peter Ahn.
 The final score: Michigan State’s 15 to 

Merrimack College’s 14.
 Despite the loss against Michigan 

State, Merrimack’s Baseball team proved 
that they will be a force to be reckoned 
with this season. The team has great 
chemistry and is hungry for wins. 

NEC play will begin on March 20 
against Mount St. Mary’s in Emmitsburg, 
MD. Merrimack’s first home game will 
be played one week later against Central 
Connecticut on March 27.

Taylor Hogan

The Women’s Tennis team already 
brought home two victories after traveling 
to New Jersey to play Monmouth 
University and then Mount St. Mary’s in 
Maryland the following day. The women’s 
team stepped onto the court determined 
to prove they are ready to take on D1 
opponents.  

The team ended their last season 
undefeated, and is continuing the streak so 
far this season.

“I have eight, really great athletes. I 
feel like they bring a lot to the table,” said 
Dena Madden, who is in her fourth season 
as head coach at Merrimack. “Joining 
Merrimack in the fall of 2018, number 
one singles player, Kristina Calistro 
has made quite the impact on the tennis 
team,” Madden added. 

Calistro helped kick off the season with 
two wins, not even dropping a set in her 
first ever Division I conference matches. 
She is also among the “Athletes of the 
Week,”which is when Merrimack chooses 
one man and woman who showed an 

outstanding performance 
out of all the sports 
teams.

  “D1 motivates me to 
work harder, push myself 
harder. I walk onto 
the court thinking that 
I’m going to win every 
match, no matter who I’m 
playing,” Calistro said. 
“Our team is super close, 
and we are all really 
supportive of each other. 
We lift each other up 
when we need to, so our 
energy is really positive 
on the court.”

 This year the team 
welcomed two freshmen 
players, Kelly Klaren 
from West Tisbury, 
MA,  and Allyson Nerf 
from Boca Raton, FL. 
Klaren, who is a three-
time Conference All-star, and Nerf, who 
is a three-time All-Conference first team 
selection, are expected to help bring the 

team to victory in the conference and in 
the seasons to come.

 The team will be traveling to Orlando, 
FL, this upcoming spring break from 
March 10 to 13 to take on Dickinson 

College, University of Sioux Falls, and 
Kenyon College.

 Their next and only home match of the 
spring season will be on March 22 against 
Saint Thomas Aquinas College.

Women’s Tennis: 
Ready to Dominate
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What age did you start swimming 
and how did you get involved?

I started swimming competitively 
around age 10, after accidentally making 
the swim team. I thought I was signing 
up for swim lessons, but ended up 
making a club team! I had always loved 
being in the water, so I stuck with it and 
loved every minute of it. 

What is your favorite part of 
swimming and why do you stay with 
it?

One of my favorite parts 
about swimming is the feeling of 
accomplishment I get after I finish a 
hard practice or get a ‘best time’ in 
a race. I know that my hard work is 
paying off, and I love knowing that I am 
doing my best to be as fast as I can be. 

What made you decide you wanted 
to swim in college?

After the last race of my 
championship swim meet my senior 
year of high school, I knew that I 
wasn’t ready to give up swimming yet. 
I knew that I wanted to continue to 
work hard towards bettering my times 
by continuing my career at a collegiate 
level.

What is being a captain like on a 
collegiate team?

Being a captain on a collegiate 
team is a lot of behind the scenes 
work, and taking on various roles and 
responsibilities. But, overall, it is mostly 
about leading by example. Being a 
captain is about taking the initiative to 
be someone that the team looks up to 

and to make sure that you are leading 
the team to success. 

What advice would you give to 
someone who wants to do a sport in 
college?

I would tell them to go for it, work 
as hard as they possibly can, and enjoy 
every minute of it. Being an athlete at 
the collegiate level is a lot of hard work 
and dedication, but at the end of the day, 
it is all worth it. 

Do you think you will continue with 
swimming after you graduate this 
year?

I know I will continue to swim after I 
graduate in May. Although it won’t be to 
the extent that I have the past 10 years, I 
know I am not ready to completely give 
up the sport I have dedicated most of my 

Warrior Spotlight: Becca Stevens
SPORTS

Kylie E. Chetwynde

Senior Men’s Basketball Player 
Juvaris Hayes broke the NCAA all-time 
steals record in NCAA history. Hayes 
broke the record during Merrimack’s 
game against Mount St. Mary’s on 
February 23.

Hayes stole his 449 career steal 
during his first steal of the game, 
breaking Tennyson Whitted’s 448 
steal record from Ramapo College in 
Mahwah, NJ. Whitted held the steals 
record for the past 17 years. During 
the game, Hayes posted a 4-steal 
performance to end the night with a 
total of 452 steals.

 “He is probably one of the few 
people in the country you have to 
prepare for, teams are so worried about 
him and where he is,” said head coach 
Joe Gallo, who has coached Hayes 
since his freshman year. 

“It’s the trust that we have in each 
other, there are days I yell at him but 
two hours later we know we will both 
be totally fine, which is the past part 
about why the two of us have done so 
well together,” Gallo said.

 Not only does Hayes now hold an 
all-time record, but along with the two 
other seniors, Jaleel Lord and Idris 
Joyner, who are also both from New 
Jersey along with Hayes, the trio holds 
a school program record for the most 
wins in history. 

Hayes’ has a total of 1,932 career 
points and is ranked 7th in program 

history in scoring with plenty of time 
left this final season.

 The Merrimack College Men’s 
Basketball team made themselves 
a tough competition after joining 
the NEC conference this past fall. 
Approaching the final matches of 
their season, the Warriors are 13-4 in 
conference play and 19-11 overall.

 The Warriors will continue working 
to become the first basketball team 
in NCAA history to win a conference 
regular season championship in their 
first year at the Division I level.

Hayes Sets All-Time 
NCAA Steals Record James Christy

The back-to-back Division II National 
Champion Men’s Lacrosse team at 
Merrimack College is gearing up for the 
most exciting and demanding season to 
date. With the school’s move to Division 
I, joining the Northeast Conference, their 
schedule is looking tougher than ever. 

  The Warriors lead with their 
daunting attack force, consisting of 
attackmen Charlie Bertrand, Christian 
Thomas, and Sean Black. They have 
dominated the DII scene and are looking 
to be just as dangerous this year. While 
there is a great amount of talent slotted 
in Merrimack’s schedule, there are a 

few games that significantly stick out. 
The Warriors are fresh off a win against 
the Michigan Wolverines, which was 
officially their first DI win. 

They have another high profile game 
on March 31 against Yale. Yale has 
been at the top of DI Lacrosse for years 
now, so this will be a massive test for 
Merrimack.

“The main thing is to have the 
willingness to put in the extra time and 
effort,” said goaltender Peter Brown.

“We cannot just rely on our skill; we 
have to stay focused and dedicated,” team 
manager Ben Lewis added. “The biggest 
thing for us is to make sure we do not take 
our opponents lightly. With the higher 
level of competition, each game will be a 
battle.”

Both Brown and Lewis believe that 
since their coaches have long held them 
to a high standard, they will remain 
competitive and can expect some success 
regardless of the opponent. 

 The Merrimack lacrosse schedule goes 
all the way until April 25 with 12 games 
during that span. They sit at a 1-3 record 
with a goal differential of -4. 

They compete hard, giving themselves 
the chance to win each week. They look 
like they belong among the best in the 
conference and even the nation. Their 
record does not do them justice in terms 
of how well they are playing early in this 
season against high-end competition.

The confidence and swagger the 
Merrimack Men’s Lacrosse team carries 
is well warranted. After dominating the 
competition in D2, they have their sights 
set on bigger things. There is a lot of hype 
around the team and they are prepared to 
take the nation by storm. 
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